Events Coordinator – Toula Oberlies, Capital City Chorus

My parents met in Minyah, Egypt, and..... oh, wait, that's going back too far.  Actually, that's where my life did begin.  A chance meeting at a family event led to my parents falling instantly in love and marrying.  Four years later, I was born in Cairo, and lived happily among a large Greek community of family and friends in Minyah, Cairo, and at my grandparents' summer home in Alexandria.  My birth name was Aristea (after my grandmother) Varouhakis, but I was called Aristoula, and eventually, simply, Toula.   As a child I was taught and could speak Greek, French, and Arabic.  I would've learned English in high school, but as fate would have it, when I was eleven and a half years old, the European community which included the Greeks, found it necessary to leave Egypt after a military hunta led by Gamel Abdel Nasser, overthrew Kink Faruk.  Most of my relatives settled in Greece, however, other lands gained family members:  South Africa, England, Canada, Lebanon, and we came to the United States.  I had not yet learned English.  

 

My parents chose America because they felt this wonderful country of ours would offer the best opportunity for education for their children, and so they applied for papers and were granted entrance once our turn on the quota was reached.  Parting from so much family was a difficult thing to do, but amazingly enough, our little United Nations is a very close-knit clan.  We came by ocean liner and pulled into New York Harbor, at 4:00 am, on July 13, 1956.  My mother woke us up and took us up on the ship's deck because she wanted us to see "coming to America."  My first image of our country was our beautiful Lady Liberty and it was quite a sight!  

 

Ironically, my chorus, Capital City, was chartered the day before, July 12, 1956.... the closeness of the dates really touches me, and if one believes in these things, I've always felt it was karma that I'd eventually find Sweet Adelines and Capital City in particular.  

 

We settled in Amherst, Ohio, a small town about 40 miles west of Cleveland.  Life was very different for us here than it was in Egypt, and adjusting took some real work, not the least of which was learning the language.  I'd be lying if I said there weren't hardships and trying times, but with hard work and dedication, life became good and our family built a new life.  My beloved parents also came to realize their dream of having well educated and well-adjusted children, while they themselves became valued members of the community.          

 

I graduated high school in Amherst, and then from Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, with a degree in Journalism.  I became an American citizen when I was a junior in college, having taken the test, and then being sworn in at a Naturalization ceremony in Clevleland.  When I was naturalized, Toula became my legal name.  While at Ohio U., I met and married John Oberlies, and we moved to Indianapolis after he completed graduate school.  We have two children, son Nick, who's married and lives in North Carolina (and is the father of the world's cutest grandchildren), and daughter Sara, who's become a real California girl.     

 

I found Capital City in 1974, when my children were three years and one year, respectively, so they've grown up with Sweet Adelines.  Belonging to the chorus has been a joy; the singing and the harmony fills my soul.  It's family and it's who I am.  So much of what I do has been learned in Sweet Adelines, and I will forever be grateful.  We join to sing, and we gain so much knowledge... to serve a chorus and a community, to serve a region, and an international organization.  And, we make such friendships!     

 

I've been blessed to be able to serve Capital City in so many capacities, costume committee, choreographer, president, show chair, business manager, performance coordinator, YWIH coordinator, marketing manager, membership manager, and yes, even "riser-mover" back in the days when we did that ourselves.  And, to have served Region #4, as a member of the Board of Directors, Secretary, Four Caster Editor, Regent, MDR, Marketing/Membership Coordinator, Chapter Coordinator, faculty, and now as Events Coordinator.  We have the best region and I'm privileged to work along side so many dedicated women.  

 

In what some call the "real" world, during all the time the region's known me, I was an early childhood educator, child care center director, and producer of children's musical programs.  I'm retired from that now, although I still do help put on the Spring Musical at my former school, each year.  I am a long time volunteer at Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, and a member of the board of the Blind Children's Foundation, and of the Cornea Research Foundation of America.  On the SAI international level, I am a member of the International Faculty, and a past member of the Board of Trustees of the Young Singers Foundation, and a past member of its' Management Committee.  My other interests include serving my church, travel, photography.  Life is very full, and I wouldn't have it any other way.   

The Events Coordinator facilitates the securing of appropriate venues for regional programs and events, including site inspections & negotiation of contracts. She coordinates on-site arrangements for all regional meetings & events, including competitions. She oversees the work of the Chair of the Regional Convention and registrations for all regional events.  She works in coordination with the Marketing and Education Coordinators on marketing events.
